THE   LAST   VOLLEY
personalities. Bellart folio-wed up -with a condemnation
of such irrelevant details, and de Bourmont, now
thoroughly discomfited, was allowed to retire.
Then came an account of the happenings written by
Lecourbe, shortly before his death, which bore out the
various aspects of the defence. According to this the
troops, influenced by events at Lyons and by news of the
widespread desertions, would have abandoned the royal
cause even though they had never heard the proclamation.
This statement of Lecourbe's, in common with a number
of civilian and army witnesses, also affirmed that Ney's
declaration on behalf of Bonaparte had not been opposed,
and that till the fatal i4th of March he was zealous for the
Bourbons.
Another witness, the Prefect of the Jura, supported de
Bourmont3s statement that Ney had appeared that day
wearing the decoration. cYou did not see me rightly,
sir/ the Marshal told him.
When the court closed he was taken to an improvised
prison in another part of the Luxembourg. His room, the
corridors, and outside garden were watched by soldiers
who in spite of wearing the uniform of the National
Guard were young Royalists, for the most part, w^ho had
volunteered for the duty. Ney was in cheerful spirits
and sat for some time, after a good dinner, talking with
his counsel.
Early on the 5th a number of witnesses, who had heard
Ney's irresponsible outbursts against the Royal Family
during the Hundred Days, spoke for the prosecution.
The time referred to was that of his northern tour of
inspection, after Napoleon's return to Paris. This, of
course, had no direct bearing upon the points of the trial,
and -was merely designed to colour opinion against the
prisoner. But the effect was countered by more evidence
that until the time of reading the proclamation he had
stood for the throne, and even denounced Bonaparte in
the process.
Then came his jeweller, -who was able to prove that
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